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Restore Last Tab 

Ever accidently close the last tab and realize you needed it?  Just click Ctrl+Shift+T and your last closed tab will open up. This works in Mozilla Firefox, Google Chrome and Internet Explorer. Try it out.

CD or not CD which side is up? 

There are two sides to a CD. A shiny side and a label side. The shiny side of the disc is the side that holds the data and is the side that the CD player reads. Thus it seems that to protect the disk, you would put the CD label down, shiny side up. However, let’s review what we know about a CD. 
A CD starts with a soft, thick plastic poly-carbonate disk that stores the data; the little pieces of data are called “pits.” These pits (millions of them) are “pressed” into the plastic, from the center of the disk outward. CDs are read by a tiny focused light called a laser. On top of the data, a thin reflective spray of aluminum coating is applied. (Some manufacturers use gold or silver instead of aluminum.) This layer acts kind of like a mirror and reflects the laser back (after it has read the data) to the CD player’s detector. This is the play side of the disk; it is the shiny side. On top of that layer, an ultra-thin hard layer of plastic coating is applied. It seals and protects the reflective coating underneath and forms the surface that the label can be applied to. Finally, the label is applied.

Now here’s the important part: The label itself is very thin – ultra thin – and offers little-to-no protection for your CD. If you scratch your CD on the shiny side, it may become distorted and can skip, or keep playing the same spot over and over, or just freeze until you hit the table or shelf it’s playing on to make the CD continue. It could be dirt or a scratch. If it’s on the shiny side and it hasn’t gone too deep, you can generally go a long way towards fixing it by cleaning it or getting some CD scratch remover.

However, since the reflective layer is so near the surface of the label side, it is a lot easier to damage. And if you damage the label side of a CD, you have yourself another coaster. No way to fix it. This makes it seem as if you should place the CD shiny side down.

However, if you damage the shiny side badly enough, it makes the CD unreadable. It is a bit harder to damage than the other side, but that doesn’t really matter, the point is that it can be damaged beyond repair if you put it down on that side. This makes it seem as if you should place the CD shiny side up. 

So what’s the answer?  Neither! You should always put it back in its case. Both sides can be equally as damaging to data on a CD.
Expanded Windows 7 Defrag Options 

Windows 7′s defrag utility has a lot more going for it than previous versions, but you have to know where to look to find the good stuff. To access some of the more interesting options like parallel defragging (defrag two separate hard drives at once) and progress reports, you need to use the command line version.
It’s not that hard, just click Start, and in the search box type cmd. In the list that appears above, right-click the cmd icon and select “Run as administrator.” The command window should open up.

Type defrag and press Enter. This will bring up a list of switches you can use along with the defrag command. Simply type the command with a / and the letter of the switch you’d like to use. For example, if I want to defrag all volumes I’d type defrag /c. Multiple switches can be used, too, so if you want to defrag all volumes at normal priority I’d type: defrag /c /h

Experiment a bit and see if you can come up with a combination you like! There is also a neat little program called Smart Defrag. It is free and offers a screen with many options that could help you to a better defrag. Google it and download.
Get rid of the blue vertical lines on the left side of forwarded email. 

Those blue vertical lines are generated by some e-mail clients. They can create bad formatted text and are not just annoying but can be hard to get rid of. However, there are a few tricks that can speed up your ability to remove these annoyances without resorting to using a third party “e-mail cleaner” program. Here are some methods to remove vertical lines in some of the most common e-mail programs and services.
Microsoft Outlook: Despite possibly having the most options for formatting e-mail of any e-mail program or service available, Outlook has, surprisingly, the simplest method of removing vertical lines from forwarded e-mails. First:  Open the e-mail you wish to forward, select the content directly in front/to the right of your vertical line (s) in the body of the e-mail message, and press Ctrl+C to copy the highlighted contents to your clipboard. Then create a new blank e-mail message. Then, Paste (press Ctrl+V) your copied e-mail into the new e-mail message. Your e-mail message will be pasted into the new message window with most, if not all, vertical lines gone. If any vertical lines remain, simply copy any text and images with said vertical lines still attached, and paste the copied content into the same e-mail just above the content you just copied. Repeat until all vertical lines are gone. Finally, delete any duplicate or unnecessary text/images beneath your newly cleaned content, and send your e-mail.
There is another way in Outlook to do this which is even easier. Outlook has keyboard

shortcuts to “Clear Formatting”: CTRL+SHIFT+Z or CTRL+SPACEBAR. Either of these

methods will remove the blue vertical line.

In Windows Live Mail, which is the latest evolution of Outlook Express, there is a push button solution to removing these email annoyances. Simply select your e-mail and

press the forward button to open it in the standard “Send E-mail” editor. Then, place  your cursor directly in front of (to the right of) the vertical line you wish to remove. At the top of your e-mail editor, select the Message tab if it is not already selected. Various  message formatting options will appear. Find and click the Clear formatting button just next to the font size and style fields.

Once all vertical lines have been cleared, you will likely be left with a bit of margin space to the right of your  e-mail content. To remove this, simply select the message content you wish to forward, copy it (Ctrl+C), and paste it (Ctrl+V) at the beginning of your message. Delete the old content beneath your freshly formatted message, and hit Send.

Capitalization

Should you capitalize the word “Internet”?   What about “e-mail”? Do you use a hyphen or not? Ever wondered about that? Here is the answer:  The Internet is actually  considered to be a proper noun and in the English language, most proper nouns are capitalized. So, in short, the word Internet should always begin with a capital letter. If you haven’t been using a capital, don’t worry, you’re not the only one. As far as the term e-mail goes, it is accepted with and without a hyphen. However, according to the Merriam-Webster Dictionary, the correct spelling is actually e-mail, with a hyphen. Why?

Because the word e-mail is composed of two different words (electronic and mail), so the hyphen helps separate them for a more technical spelling. Who knew? Now, go on and spread the word.
